
GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA
FOREST & WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT, HARYANA

VIDHAN SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. *192

To Promote ird Sanctuary

*192. SH. KULDEEP VATS, M.L.A.:

Will the Forest Minister be pleased to state whether there is any proposal

under consideration of the Government to promote Bhindawas Bird

Sanctuary of district Jhajjar at the world level?

ENEIER

FOREST MINISTER, HARYANA

(KANWAR PAL)

Yes, Sir. We are in the process of obtaining its designation as a Ramsar

Site under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands.



NOTE FOR PAD

The Bhindawas Lake was constructed to store the excess water of the JNL

Canal at the time of power failure of Lift Canal System. Keeping in view its

importance and habitat for many Avian Fauna, it was declared as Wildlife

Sanctuary in the year, 1986. lt is spread over an area of 1017 acres. More than

35,000 migrating birds and resident birds like Oriental honey buzzard, Black kite,

Booted eagle, warbler, crested lark, Greylag goose, Ruddy Shelduck, Ferruginous

Pochard, Great egret, Red-wattled lapwing, Painted stork, Red vented bulbul,

Oriental white eye etc. visit Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary through the year,

especially during winter.

A conference was held at Ramsar (lran) where the "Convention of Wetlands

of lnternational lmportance especially as Waterfowl Habitat" was agreed upon.

The treaty was signed on 3rd February,1971. The Convention entered into force

in 1975. The convention provides for national action and international cooperation

regarding the conservation of wetlands, and sustainable use of its resources. lndia

became party to this Convention in the 1982. There are 171 member countries

signatories to the Convention.

Ramsar identifies wetlands of international importance, especially those

providing waterfowl habitat and to develop and maintain international network of

wetlands which are important for the conservation of global biological diversity and

for sustaining human life through the maintenance of their ecosystem

components, processes and benefits/services.

lndia currently has 37 Ramsar sites (list enclosed) designated as wetlands

of international importance (Ramsar sites).

Action has been initiated by the Department for declaring Bhindawas

Wildlife Sanctuary and Sultanpur National Park wetlands of the state, as Ramsar

site. The Ramsar Site lnformation Sheet (RSIS) for both these wetlands had

already been furnished, but due to change of format of RSIS (version 2015), the

RSIS is now being completed on the revised online format.
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Annotated List of Wetlands of lnternational lmportance

lndia
37 Ramsar Site(s) covering 1,067,939 ha

Ashtamudi Wetland
' :- ', .j'rri,i::1, 1,2O4 | . t:,i,-:rr' lndia | 'r,lilrrt ;'.ir -i;l\jr: ' rr'""'. Kerala State

i:,r.,., 6, 140ha | ;,,,"ilt",,:r.(::, 08'57'N76"34'59"E I ii,':.t:;:r;;iii,,,ii.iii-', 19-08-2002

View Site details in RSIS

-

:

Ashtamudi Wetland. 19/A8/02. Kerala. 61,400 ha. 08'57'N 076"35'E. An extensive estuarine system, the second

largest in Kerala State, which is of enraordinary importance for its hydrologicalfunctions, its biodiversity, and its

supporit for fish. The site supports a number of mangrove species as wellas over 40 associated plant species, and 57

species of birds have been observed, including six that are migratory. Nearly 100 species of fish sustain a lively

fishing,industry, with thousands of fishermen depending directly upon the estuary for their llvelihood, Population

densityand urban pressures pose threats to the site, including pollution from oil spills from thousands of fishing

boats and from industries in the surrounding area and conversion of natural habitat for development purposes.

Ramsar site no. 1204. Most recent RIS information: 2002.

Beas Conservation Reserve
' ,, r ""2,408 I ,,.. ', lndia l ' .: ' .,','

Jalandhar,l-arn Taran
6,428.9 ha I ', : ' .:' 31'23'41"N 75"]1'40"E

View 5:ite details in RSIS

rr,, , Hoshiarpur, Amritsar, Gurdaspur, Kaputhala,

| ': ,,:. :,. ,:;,t l:- r i,: t:l: 26-09-201 9

The Bgas Conservation Reserve is a 185-kilometre stretch of the Beas River located primarily in the north-west of the

Stare of Punjab. The River meanders down from the Himalayanfoothills to the Harike Headworks, where its course is

divertgd into a number of channels. The River is doned with islands, sand bars and braided channels creating a

complgx environment supporting substantial biodiversity. More than 500 species of birds are documented along this

stretch, along with more than 90 fish species. The Reserve also hosts the only known population in lndia of the

endangered Indus rlver dolphin (Plotonisto gongetico minor). Furtherthreatened species include the endangered
masheer (Tor putitoro) and hog deer (Axrs porcinus) as wellas the vulnerable smooth-coated ofter (Lutrogole

perspigilloto). ln 20i 7, a programrne was initiated to re-introduce the critically endangered gharial (Gaviolis

gongeticus) with 47 individuals released into the River 30 years after their disappearance. Major threats include

urban'and domestic pollution as well as impacts of agriculture along most of the Rive/s course. The Department of
Forests and Wildlife Preservation, Punjab, conduct the scientific management of the wetland.

Bhitarkan ika Mangroves
;;i 1 1,205 I , lndia I.',1 ,,: ,

,. , , 65,000 ha I ,',,,' 'i r,,,r,.: 20'39'N 85"54'E 
I

View Site details in RSIS

Orissa

1 9-08-2002

Bhitankanika Mangroves. 19/08/02. Orissa.55,000 ha.20"39'N 086'54'8. Wildlife Sanctuary. One of the finest
remai;ning patches of mangrove forests along the lndian coast - 25 years of continued conservation measures have

madeithe site one of the best knownwildlife sanctuaries. The site's Gahirmatha beach is said to host the largesr
known Olive Ridley sea turtle nesting beach in the world, with half a million nesting annually, and the site has the
highest density of saltwater crocodile in the country, with nearly 700 Crocodylus porosus. lt is a major breeding and
wintering place for many resident and migratorywaterbirds and is the east coast's major nursery for brackishwater
and estuarine fish fauna. Like many mantrove areas, the dense coastalforests provide vital protection for millions of
people from devastating cyclones and tidal surges - of lndia's 58 recorded species of mangroves, 55 species are
found, in Bhitarkanika, a wider mangrove diversity than in the Sundarbansl Traditionally, sustainable harvesting of
food, medicines, tannins, fuelwood, and construction materials, and particularly honey and fish, has been the rule,

but population pressures and encroachment may threaten that equilibrium. Ramsar site no. 1205. Most recent RIS

information: 2OO2.
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Bhoj Wetland
t. 1,206 I ,

l, 3,20n ha I
iviewSle 4etaits in RStS

, lndia I
. 23"r3'59"N 77.19',59'E I

M.dhya P.adesh
. l9-08-2002

iBhojWetland. 19/08/02. Madhya Pradesh.3,2O1 ha.23"14'N 077.20,E. Two conrituous human-made reservoirs - rhe
i"Upper Lake" was created in the 11th century byconstruction of an earthen dam across lhe Kolans River, and the
,lower was constructed nearly 2OOyears ago largely from leakage from the Upper, and is surrounded by the (ity of
iBhopal. The lekes are very rich in biodiversity, particutarly fo. macrophytes, phytoplenkton, zooplankton, both nalural
rahd (ultured flsh species, both resident and mitratory birds, inse(ts, and reptjles and amphibians. Since
imple,nentation ofa manatement action plan was betun in 1995 with financial suppon from the government of
lapan, a number of bird speaies have been sithtedwhlch had rarely or never before been seen in the retion. WWF-
india ha5 been ofgreat assistance in preparing the site's desitnation. A photo essay is available at
hno://ramsEr.orslohoto essav india bhoj.hlm. Ramsar site no. 1206. Most re(ent RIS inforrnation: 2002.

Chandeital Wetland
i r 'l::rr:1,569 I .cu'ir.,ltndia I A.r,r,rr.1.; ,,r*i ,r1:rrj. Hima(halPradesh State
r' 49 ha; I i..i:id,rdtcr 32.28'59"N 77'36'E | ..r:.i,,1r..rir, 4)i r,... 08-1 1-2005

Ghanderrali\ /etland. O8/1 1/05; Himachal Pradesh, 49 ha; 32'29'N 077'36'E. A high altitude lake on rhe upper
qhandra valley llowint to the Chandra river of the Weatern Himalayas (a,337m asl-) near the Kunzam pass joining
the llimalayan and Pir Panchal ran8es. lt supports CIIES and IUCN Redlisted Snow Leopard and is a refuge for many
species like Snow Cock, Chukor. Black Ring Stil! Nestrel, Golden Eagle, Chouth, Red Fo{ Hilnalayan lbex, and Blue
Sheep, These species, over the years, have developed special physiolotical features as adaption stratetaes to cold
arid climate, intense radiation, and oxyten deficiency. Some 65% ofthe larger aatahment is detraded forest due to
qvergrazing bythe nomadr( herdsmen, while 35% dre covered bytrasslands. Other threalenint fa(to.s to this
fragil€ and sparse veSeEtion are summer trekkint,littering u,aste, and lack ofsanitation facilities. Since de(larint
the site a nationally impo(antwetland in 1994, the authorities have been providinS funds for ecotourism facalities.

Spiti Forest Department is the custodian and Stale Coun.ilofScience. Technoloty and Environment is coordinating
conserv;tion managemen(. Rarnsar site no. 1569. Most recent RIS information: 2005,

chilika Lake
| 229 I ,.,r'lndia l ',:':,i r.: .,"r ", : Orissa State
, 116,500ha | .r,:,.rr. .',. l9'42'N85'21'E I ' S'.!' :r.r,,, 0l-10-1981

view site derails in Rsts

Ch'lika Lake.,01/10/81; Orissa; 116,500 ha; 19'42'N 085'21'E. Added to the Montreux Record, l6June 1993; removed
from rhe Record, 1 I November 2002, Brackish lake separated from the Bay of Bengalby a long sandy ridge and

subject to sea vlater exchante, resuking in exrreme seasonalfluctuations in salinity in different sections ofthe lake.

Seline areasi5uppor! aquatic algae. The site is an important erea for breedint, winterinS and staging for 33 species

ofwa(erbirds. lt also suppo(s 118 species of fish, includint commercially important species. SiSnificant humbers ol
people arc dependent upon the lake's resources. Placed on the Montreux Reaord in 1993 due to problems caused by

sikarion and sediment.rion which was chokinS the mouth of the lake; retroved from the Record in 2002 following
rehabrliration efforrs for which rhe Chilika Developmenl Authority received the Ramsar We(land Conservalion Award
foi 2002. Subject of a Ramsar Advisory Mission,200l. Ramsar sitc no 229.

Deepor Beel
| 1,207 lt lndia I Assam
, 4,000 ha I i .. 26'07'59"N 9l'39'E | 19-08-2002

view Srre details in Rsts

Oeepor Beel. 19/08/02. Assam. 4,000 ha. 26'08'N 091"39 E. Sanctuary. A permanent freshwater lake in a former

ahannelof the Brahmaputra river, ofgreat biological importance and also essentialas the only major storm water
storate basin for the city of Guwahati. The beelis a staging site on mitratory flyways and some ofthe lartest
toncentr.tioris ofaquatic birds in Assam can be seen, especially in winter. Somc Slobally threatened birds are
sr.,pported, intludint spotbilled Pelican (Pelicanus philippensis), Lesserand Greater Adjutantstork (Leptoptilos

javlnicus and dubius), and Baer's Pochard (Aythya baeri). The 50 fish species present provide livelihoods for a
number of surroundint villages, and nymphaea nuts end flowers, as wellas ornamentalfish, medicinalplans, and

seeds of the ciant water lily Euryale ferox provide major revenue sources in local markets; orchids of commercial
value are found in the neighboring forest. Potenialthreals include over-fishinE and hunting pressure upon

waterbrrds, pollution from pesticides and fertilizers, and infestation by water hyacinth Eichhornia crassipes. A
prqposal to create a sewage canal from rhe city directly to the beel is considered to be disastrous in its potentlal

effe(rs Ramsar site no. 1207. lvlost recent RIS rnformation: 2002.
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East Calcutta Wetlands
\r,: !i...,rlrt''' 1,208 | .r;i,.,.! lndb I rri,r,r-.ir'r, .r,, West Bental
,i ':,:12.500ha I l.rr.r:,,:.rie,r 22.27'N 88"27'E | ,).:.,! ,,,,! Jrre.! l9-08-2002
vlew site details in Rsls

East Calcuna Wetlands. 19/08/02. West Bengal. 12,500 ha. 22.27'N 088.27'E. World-renowned as a model of a
multiple use wetlan4 the site's resource recovery systems, developed by local people through the ages, have saved
the cityofCalcutta from the aosts ofconstructint and main[aininS waste water treatmen! plenti. The wetland forms

an urban facilityfor treatint the city's waste water and utilizinS rhe reatedwater for pisciaulture and.triculture.
throuth the reaovery ofhulrients in an eltiaient manner - the water flows throuth fish ponds coverint about4OOO
ha, ahd the ponds act as solar reactors and complete most oftheir bio-chemicalreactions with the help of solar
enerty. Thrrs the sysrem is described as 'one ot the rare examples of environmental protection and development
management where a (omplex ecologi(al pro(ess has been adopted by the loral farmers for maslering the
resource recovery activities" (RIS). The wetland provides a bou 150 tons of fresh vegelables daily, as well as 5ome
10,500 tons oftable fish per year, the latter prryidin8 livelihoods for about 50,000 people dlrectly and as many atain
indire(tly, The firh ponds are mostly operated ryworler cooperatlves, in some cases in letal assoclatlons and in
others jn cooperative troups whose tenurial rithts are under legal challente, A potentialthreat ls seen ln recent
unauthorized use ofthe waste water oudallChannels byindustries which add metals to the ranalsludSe ahd
lhreaten the edible quality of the fish and vegetables. Ramsar site no. 1208. [,lost recent RtS information: 2002.

Harike Lake
'. 462 I :i i lndla | 'r' , ,j:i . '

. ,4,100ha I ,.: , .,r.:'.31'13'N75'12'E I

view Site details in RSIS

Punjab
, r: i:, ,.1 23-03-199O

Harike Lake. 23103/90; Punjab;4,100 ha;31'13'N 075'l2'E. Bird Sanctu.ry. A shallow water reservoir with thirteen
islands, atthe confluence of two rlvers. Dense floating vegetation covers 7096 ofthe lake. An imponant slte for
breeding. wintering and staSing birds, supporting over 200,000 Anatidae (ducks. geese, swans, etc.) during
mitration. The entire lake is leased on an annual basis to comnreraial fishery organizations. Ramsar site no. 462.

Mosr rece.t RIS informationi 1990

Hokera Wetland
' :,i, 1,570 | ,,,r',:i lndia I Aih r.:,!:',,rtr- i:t.r," Jammuand KashmirState

..,.. 1,375 ha | |::! :)': t.i.: :. 34'04'59"N 74'42'E 1 1 .,,.,.,':, jJr,:..08-11-2005

view Srte details in Rsts

Hokera wetland. 08/1 I /05; Jammu & Kashmir; 1,375 ha;34'05'N 074'42'E. Locared at the northwest Himalayan
bjogeopSraphic province of Kashmir, back of the snow-draped Pir Panchal(1,584m .sl.), Hokera wetland is onry l0
km from scenic paradise of Srinagar. A natural perennialwedand coniguoL/s to the Jhelum basin, it is the only site

lvith remaining reedbeds of lGshmir and pathway of 58 wAterfowl species like Large ESrel Great Crested Grebe,

Linle Cormorant Common Shelduck Tufted Ducl and endangered whlle-eyed Pochard, comint From Siberia, China.

CentralAsia, and Northerh Europe. lt is an imponant source oI food, spawning Sround and nursery for fishes,

besides offering feeding and breeding ground to a variely ofwa(er,birds. Typical marshy vegeta(ion (omplexes

inhabit like Typha, Phragmites, Eleocharis, Trapa. and Nymphoides species ranging from shallo\, water to open

water aquaric flora. Sustainable exploitation of fish, fodder and fuel is signifi(ant, despite water wilhdrawals since

I999. Porentral threats include recenr housing facilities. littered garbaSe, and demand for increasinS lourist facjlities

Ramsar site no. 1570. Most re(ent RIS information: 2005.

Kanjli
' :1,150 |

183 ha I

View Site details in RSIS

, lndia I

31"25',N 75'22',E I

Punjab

22-0r.2002

Kanjli. 2210il/02;. Punjab; 183 ha; 31"25'N 075"22'E. A permanent stream, the Kali Bein, converted by constru(ion of
a smallbarfage in 1870 into a water storage area for irriSation purposes. The site fullils Criteria 3 be(ause of its

impo(an(e in supportint a considerable diversity ofaquatic, mesophytiq and te rrestria I flora and fauna in the
bioteotraphical region. and acts al5o as a key regulator oftroundwater discharge and recharge with the seasons.
gy this meqns and by direct abstraction ofwater for irai8ation by the local population, the site pleys a crucial role in

the atriculture which predominates on the surrounding fenile plain, with fewer pressures uponwater supplies than

elsewhere in the Punjab. The lnvasive water hyacinth is presentand musl be removed from time totimei increasing
pollution levels, deforestation in the catahment a.ea, and excessive grazing are seen as potentia I threals. The

stream is considered to be the mosr siBniflcant in the state from the relitious point of view, as it is associated with

de first guru ofthe 5ikhs, shri Guru Nanak DevJi. The stream itself and surrounding marsh is under provin(ial

ownership and surroundint area5 privately owned. The site is a center for environmental tourism and picnickint.
Ramsar site no. I I50 Most recent RIS information: 2OO1 .
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Keoladeo National Park
,r, 23o 1 ,.,r, ,\ lndia l 4?'.,'ii,i r i ,

, .2,873ha | .,c11,'.:r' 27'13'N 77'31'59"E | ,,

ViewSite details in RSIS

,4
Rajasthan

01-10- r 981

Keoladeo National Park. 01/10/81; Rajasthan; 2,873 ha; 27'13'N 077'32'E, Added to the Montreux Record, 4 July
1990. world Heritage Site; National Park; Bird Sanctuary. A complex of ten artifi(ia l, seasonal latoons, varyint in
srze, situated in a den5ely populated region. VegetaUon is a mosaic of scrub and open grassland that provides
habitar for breedinB, winterint and staging migratory birds. Also supported are five species of ungulates, four
specics ol (ats, and two species of primates. as well as diverse plantt, fish and reptiles. The canal p.ovides water lor
aErr(ulture and domesti( consumption. Cattle and waler buffalo graze on lhe site. A field research station exists.
Placed on the Montreux Record in 1990 due to "water shonaEe end an unbalanced grazint .etime'. Addirional,y. the
invasrve trowth ofthe trass Paspalum distichr/m has chanted the ecologicalcharacter of larte.reas ofthe si(e,
reducing iIs suitability for certa in wa terbird species, notably the Siberian crane. Subject of Ramsar Advisory Missions
in lga8 ind 199O. Rrmsar site no.23O.

Keshopur-Miani community Reserve
,1,' 2,414 | {,r,rlrr\,:lndia I ivJinr.ij jir'..' :i'rr', Gurdaspur distrjct of Punjab

. 34J.9 ha | .,,,r,i ,rrqr 32"05'34"N 75'23'23"E I ,.,:., , :.r..26-09-2019
Viewsite details in Rsts

The Keshopur-Miani Community Resede is located in fte State ofPunjab. The Reserve is a mosaic of nalural
nrarshes, aqLraaulture ponds and atricultural wetlands maintained by the annualrainfall runoff. lt is heavily human-
influenceC, and includes a series ofmanated fishponds and cullivated crops suah lotus and chestnut. This
manaSement helps support a variety of flora. with 344 species of plants recorded in the area. ln this way, rhe Site is

an example ofwise use ofa community-manated wetland, which provides food for people and supports local
biodiversity. Threatened species present include the vulnerable common pochatd lAythyo Jetinol and the
endangered spotled pond luttle lceoclenys homil(onrr). The Department of Forests and Waldlife Dreservation, Punlab,
forms the managcment commrttee.

Kolleru Lake
J. 1,209 I

90,100 h. I

View Site detarl! in RSIS

'. lndia I r,.r r.,r : ., r: !qti:.,i Andhra Pr.desh
. ,, r 16'37'N8l'12'E | , .'.r ,,,.. ,r. 19-08-2002

Kolleru Lake. I9/08/02. Andhra Prodesh. 90,10O ila. 16"37 N 081"12'E. Wildlife Sanctuary. A na tura I e utrophic lake,

situared bptlveen the two major river basins of the Godavari and lhe Krishna, fed by two seasonal .ivers and a
number ofdrains and channels, which functions as a naturalflood balancing reservoir berween the deltas ofthe lwo
rivers. lt provides habitat for a number ofresident and migratory birds, including declining numbers ofthe

'vulnerable 6rey Peiican (Pelecaous philippensis), and sustains bo(h cullure and capture fisheries, agriculture and
relared occupations ofthe people in the area. Damage and losses due to flooding in monsoon seasons and partial

drying out during summers, the results of inadequate management planninS and action, are seen as arees for
.improvement. WwF-lndia has been of tr'eat assistance in prepanng fhe site's desiSnation. Ramsar site no. 1209.

Most rerent RIS informnthn: 2002.

Loktak Lake, -,, .',,. 463 |

26,600 ha I

View Sile details in RSIS

lndia | ,,:, .' ,' '
24.25',59',N 93"49',E I

Manipur
23-03-1990

Loklak Lake. 23103/90; Mar,iput;26,600 ha;24"26'N 093'49't. Added to the Montreux Re(ord, 16 June 1993. A large,

but shriikrng freshwater l.ke and associated swamplands suppli€d by several streams. Thiclq floatint mats of weeds

covered with soil(phumids') are a characteristic leature. The lake is used extensively by local people as a source of
water for ixritation and domestic use and is an important winterint and staginS area for walerbirds, particularly

ducks, lt also plays an important role in flood control, lncluded on th€ Montreux Record in 1993 as a resu,t of
ecologicalproblems suah as deforertation in the catchment area, infestation ofwdter hyaainth, and pollution. The

constructioh of a dam for hydroelectric power generation and irritation purposes has caused the localextinction of
severalnative fish species. Ramsar site no.463. Most recent Rls information: 1990.
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Nalsarovar
. ...r''r. 2,O7a | ., 

'ndia | '
, 
'.. 1?,000 ha | .,,,, ,:, rr. . 22'46'32N 72'0?-'21"E I

View si(e details in RSIS

6ujarat stare
24-09-2012

Nalsarovar Bird Sanctuary.24to9l12) Gujatat 12,000 ha; 22'45'33"N 072"02 21"E. Wildlife Sanctua.y. A natural
freslMater lake (a reliat sea) rh.t ii the lart.st naturalwerland in lhe Thar Desert Bioteographic Province and
.epresehB a dynamic crNironment wirh salinity and dep6 varyht alependint on raintall. The area is home to 210

species ofbirds, with anaverate 174,128 indlviduals recorded there during the winter and 50,000 in the summer. ll
is an important stopover site within the Centr.lAsia Flyway, wlthglobally threatened species such as the arltlcally
endantered Sociable Lap\a/in8 {Vanellus gregarius) and the vulnerable Marbled Teal (Marmaronetta antuslirostris}
sroppint over atthe site durinS migralion, whlle the vulnerable Sarus Crane (Grus.ntiSone) takes refuSe there
durint slrmmer when other water bodles are dry. The wetland is also a lifeline for a satellite population of the
endanSered lndian Wld Ass (Equus hemionus khur)which uses this area in the dry season. Local communities
heavily rely on the lake as it provides themwith a source ofdrinkint water andwater for irritiation as well.s an
important source ot income from rishint for Catla fish (Catla Catla) and Rohu (Labeo rohita). An average of 75,000

tourirts visit the wetland annually. Ramsar Site no,2078, Most recent RIS intormation: 2012.

Nandur Madhameshwar
r- ::,r':i.2410 I . :ri .r'.lndia | :ir:!i',".,r"'i i!,.: Maharashtra,lndia

: ,, , 1,437 ha I ,,, , 20'01'18"N 74"06'24"E I r. :- , 21-05-2019

view sirc derails in Rsls

The Site rs a mosaic of lakes, marshes and riparian forest on the Dec(an Plaleau. Construction of the Nandur
Madharneshwar weir at rhe conFluence of rhe Godavariand Kadwa Rivers helped creale a thriving werland: oritinally
desitned to overcome wa!er Shorlates in the surrounding area, rhe Site now also serves es a buffer atainst
floodwaters and as a biodiversiry holspot. With 536 species recorded, its djverse habitats contrast wilh lhe
surroundint semi-arid conditions aaused by the rain shadow of the Western Ghats mountain range. The Sirc hosts

sorne of lndia's most iconi( species, such as rhe leopard and lndian sandahuood lsonaolum olbum). I also provides

sanaruary to critically endantered species includint Oeolali minnow (Porupsilothynchus proterl). lndian vulture (6yps

irdiaus) and white-rumpedvullore lcyps beryolensis). lnvasive species including commonwater l\yacinlh lEi.hhornio
a,.ossipas) threaten the Site, aiont with the effects ofurban development and water abstraction. The Offlce ofthe
cohservator ofForest (wildlife) manages the Site.

Nantal wildlife sanctuary
,::.t.:1.'te:2,401 | i:irr'i,,.. lndia I rlr'',r':ii,.,ir''L ,it(':Rupnagar
,'. 116ha | .,r,,r.,:iii,31"23'45"N76'22'15"E Irji'r,.,r,,, r.": 25-09-2019

Located in the Shiwalik foothills of Punjab is the hithly eco-sensitive NantalWildlife Sanctuary, whiah supports
abundant flora and fauna includint threatened species, 5uch as the endangered lndian panSolin (Morls

crossiaoudotol and Etyptian vulture (/veophro, peaanoplelus) and the vulnerable leopard (Porftetu pordust.ll
occupies a human-made reservoi. construcred as parI ofthe Bhakra-NangalProjecr in 1961. The ste is ofhistoric
imponance as the lndian and Chinese Pnme Ministers formalized the "Five Principles of Peaceful Coeristence" there
in I954. More (han half a million people downstream benefit kom rhe re5ervoir as the flow of warer is regulated,
reducint the risks to both people and properry from floods.Ihe Oeparlment of Foresls and wildlife Pre5ervation

(Rupn.gar wrldlife Division), Punjab is responsible for managing the Sanctuary.

Nawabganj Bird sanctuary
..:-,,!!rl)t-,2,412 l,j,rur,'v:lndia Ir.,i|!r',,r| . : I r ,, . , {: 

' 
: , i , i Nawabganj Bird Sanctuaryis siruated in Hasantanj

tehsil of Unnao district of Unar Pradesh, lndia. lt is about 50 Km from Lucknow on the Lucknow-Kanpur highway. lt is

l8 Km f.om district head quarter Unnao.
| : 224.6 ha I l.(nrr,,,, iitci 26'36'49"N 80'39'17"E I Dlf,;rr rr!,:r".,i,r,r' 19-09-2019

Vrew Site,details in RSIS

A shallow marshl.nd 45 kilometres from Lucknow in Uttar P.adesh. Monsoon rains feed rhis diveBe wetland while
the Sarda Canal supplies additional water. The Sancluary supports recreation and tourism activities as well .s local
biodiversity. lt is a haven for birds, with25,000 w.terbirds regularly recorded and 220 resident and mitratory
species documented. Amont these are Elobally rhreatened 5pecies including the endangered Egyptian vulture

lNeophron percnoptetui) and Pallas's fish eatle lHolioeelus leucoryphus) as well as the vulnerable lesser adjutant

ILeptoptilosjovoni.usl and woolly-ne(ked stork lctconio episcopusl.Protection and afforeslation measures have
helped increase the oveaall diversity ofwildlife, with Solden.iackal(Cor,'s our€us) and iuntle callqelit chousl now
present. The highlli invasive common water hyacinlh lEichhomio ctossip€s) poses a threat, as does fhe removal of
timber from the foresrs. State ,orest officers alont with rhe Otfice of the Con5ervator of Forest (Wildlife) joinlly
manage rhe Sanctuary.

Annotated List ofWetlands of Internati^n:l rh^^+---'



Parvati Arga Bird Sanctuary
., 2,416 | ^.tr lndia 1.,, , ,- , , The Sancturryis tocated in the srare ofU!!ar

Praclesh;TarabSaniTehsil, at a dislance ofabout 40 km from 6onda Disrrt(t at Mankapur.Nawabtanj Road.
. 122ha | , ,.: .i i 25'56'09"N 82"09 a5'€ I i ., ,. 02-12-2019

Vrew Site details in RSIS

ParvatiArBa Bird Sanatuary is a permanent freshwater environme consistint of two oxbow lakes. These wetlands
are ahara(teristia of Utlar Pradesh and offer exceptiona I habitats for waterbirds, providint both roosting and
brcedint sites with over 100,000 birds documented in an oalcounts. The Sanctuaryis a refuge for some oftndia,s
threatened vulture species: the critically endangered white-rumped vultuIe lcyps b.ngot.nis) a.d tndian vulture
lcyps indiSul, and lhe endangered Egyptian vullure lNeophrcn pe.aopr.rus) have all been recorded. tt i5 also (ritical
in the malntenance of hydrolotica! regimes, ensurint troundwater iecharge and discharge. Mearlwhile ancient
ternples around the lakes provide relitiorrs significance and enaourage tourisln. lnvasive species such as the
common water hyacinth lElchhornio crosipesl alohg wilh the d€velopme nl of .oa ds and raih/vays present signifiaant
llveats. The Uttar Pradesh Divisional Forest Officer and Chief Conservalor of Foresrs a long wi(h S.nctuary Officers
share management duties.

lPoint calimere Wildlife and Bird sanctuary
, 1,210 | tndia I

38,s00 ha | 10'19'N 79'37'59"8 I

'View Site details in RSIS

TamilNadu
19-08-2002

Point Calimere Wildlite and Eird San(tuary. 19/08/02. Tamil Nadu. 38.500 ha. 1O'19'N 079"38'E. Wildlife Sanctuary. A

aoastalarea consistint of shallow waters, shores. and lont sand bars, inlertidal flats and interridal forests, chiefly
manSrove, and seasonaL often-saline latoons, as wellas human,made salt exploiration sites. Some 257 species of
birds have been re(orded, 119 of rhem waterbirds, includint the vulnerabli: speries Spoonbill Sandpiper
(Euryhorhynahus pygmaeus) and Grey Pelican (Pelecanus philippensis) and some 30,000 Greater and Lesser
Flamintos. The site serves as the breedint tround or nurseryfor many (ommercially impor6nt specles of ftsh, as
well as for prawns and crabs. Some 35,OOO fishermen and agriculturalists support their families around the borders
of the sanctuary. lllega I collection of firewood and forest produce such as fruits (gathered by lopping off tree
branches), the spread of Prosopis Ehilensis (Chllean mesquite), increasingly brackish Sroundwater caused by
expensro ofrhe hisioricalsaltworks, and decreasint inflow offreshwater are allseen as potential(auses for
(onc.:rn. Visitors come to the site both for recreation and for pilgrimage, as it is assoaiated with Lord Rama. Ramsar
site no. 1210. Most recen( RIS ihformation:2002.

Pong DaIn Lake
' 1,211 

I

. 15,662 ha | . ,,'
View Sire details in RSls

Renuka Wetland
t 1,57'l l '
i 20ha I

view Site deta,ils in Rsls

, lndia | .. i,,,
31'37'N 77'27'E I

_ llimachal Pradesh State
,.! O8-11-2005

. lndia | .. ;, ,. Himachal Pradesh
,ri,32'01'N75"04'59"E I :1..;i, . . l9-08-2002

Pong Dam Lake. 19/08/02. Himachal l)radesh. 15,562 ha. 32'01'N 076'05'E. wildlife Sanctuary. A water storage
reservoir creared in 1975 on the Beas fuver in the low foothills of the llimalaya on dre northern edge of the lndo-

GanEeric plain. The Rls notes that 'at a rime when wetlands in northern lndia are Sering reduced due to extensive
diainage and reclamation, the avian habitats formed by the creation ofthe Pong Oam assume a great tiSnifl(anae" -

giyen the site's location on the trans-Himalayan fl),way, more than 220 bird specles have been identified, with 54

species of waterfowl. Hydrolosical values inalude monsoon-season flood prevenli6n, both in the surroundings and
downstream due to water re8Ulation, troundwater re(har8e, silt trapping and prevention of soil erosion; electricity is

tenerated for this and neithboring states, and irriSation water is beint channeled to fertile areas of the PLrnjab and

Rajasthan deserts. t.ow'yield subsistence fishing existed prior to impoundment, but 5in(e, a lucrative tishery has

Brown up, with 27 fish species and a yield increasing markedly each year - some 1800 flshermen now have dire(t
employment and 1000 families benefit indirectly. A nature conservation rducation centre is found on the island of
Ransar or Ramsar (sic). Recent manatement strategies have 5hifted away from law enforaem;nt and use

restricrions towards more parricipatory approaches and community awareness, and the site is well sL/ited to
"(ornmunity-bared e€otourism". Ramsar site no. 121 1. Most recent RIS informalion: 2002.

Reriuk.r Wetland. 08/1 1/05; Himachal pradesh; 20 ha; 31"37'N 077"27'E. Wildlife Sanctuary, Reserve Forest. A natural
wetland with tteshw.ter springs and i,rland subterranean karst formations, fed by a small stream flowint from the
lower Himalayan out to the Giri river. The lake is hom€ to at least 443 species of fauna and l9 specres of
ichthyofauna iepresentative of lacustriae ecosystems like Puntius, Labeo, Rasbora, Channa. Prominent vegetation
ranSes kom dry decjduous like Shorea Robusta, Terminalia tomentosa, Dalbertra sissoo to hydrophytes. There are
l03species olbirds ofwhj(h 66 are residents, e.8. Crimson'breasted barbet, N,layna, Bulbul, Pheasants, Egrets,
Herons, Mallards and Lapwing. AmonS unSulates Sambhar, Barkint deer and Ghorals are also abundant in the area.
Theilake has hith relitious sitnificance and is named after the mother of Hindu sate Parshuram, and is thus visited
bythousands of pilgrims and tourists. Co servation measures sofar include (ommunity awareness, and preven[ion
of 5ilt influx from eroded slopes and 50 ha. of massive plantation in the catchment. The site is manated by the
Shimla Forest Eepartment Himachal Pradesh. Rarisar site no. 1571. Most recent RIS informationi 2005.
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Ropar
, .",r!,.' 1,161 | :1|, hdia I ,'.t.,,,,, , :. i, Punjab

,. r; 1,365 ha I aoo,(tin.td. 31'01'N 76'30'E I ,,,.,,, u.,,, I'Lq1 22-01.2002

ViewSite details in RSIS

Ropar.22101/02; Punjab; 1,365 ha; 3l'01'N 076'30'E. Nationa lWetland. A humanmade wetland of lake and rlver
formed by the 1 952 consruct on of a ba rrate for dive rsion of water from the Sutlej Rive r for drinking a nd irri8ation
supplies. The site i5 an lmportant breedlnt place for the nationally prot.cted Smooth lndian Otrer, Hot Deer,
Sambar,'and severa I re ptiles, and the endanter.d lndian Pantolin (Manis crassicaudata) is thoutht to be prcsenr.

Some 35 species offish play an important.ole in the food chain,.nd about 150 species of localand mitratory birds
are supponed. Localfisheries aae economically siSnificant, andwheat, rice. sugar cane, and sorthum are cultivated
in the surrounding area. Deforested local hills leadint to sihation, and increasint industrialization aausint an inflow
6f pollutants, are potentia I threa ts, and invasive u/eeds are a further cause for concern. Nature lovers. birdwatchers,
swimmers and boalers visitthe site in considerable numbec. Ramsar site no. 1161.Most recent RIS information:
2001.

Rudrasagar Lake. 08/11/05; Tripura; 240 ha; 23'29'N 090"01'E. A lowland sedimentation reservoir jn the nonheast
hills. fed by three perennial streams discharging to lhe River Gomti. The lake is abundant jn commercially important
freshwater fishes like Eotia spp. Notopterug Chitala, [4ystus spp., Ompo* pabda, Labeo bata, and freshwater scampi,

with annual production of 26 me(ric-tons, and an idealhabitar for IUCN Redlisted Three-striped Roof Turtle Ka(huta
dhongka. O,vint to hiSh rainfall (2500mm) and downsrream topogra phy, rhe w€dand is .egularly flooded with 4-5

times annual pea( assisting in Sroundwater reaharge. Aquati( weeds are composed of rare marginal-floatint-
emerSent-submerted weeds. Lands are o/vned by the state with perennialwaler areas leased oul to the subsistenl
fishermans' cooperative, and surrounding iea sona I wa re rbodies are cultivated for paddy. i/iain threats are
increasint silr loads due to deforestation, expansion of atricultura I la nd and intensive farming, and land conversion
tor popularion pressure. Vijaya Dashami, ohe of the most important Hindu festivals with various sports events,

attractsat least 50,000 touris$ and devotees everyyear. A management plan is underway by the MoEF-lndia.

Ramsar site no. 1572. Most recent RIS information:2005.

Saman Bird Sanctuary
',: 2,413 | ,. I lndia I .,. . Saman Bird San(tuary is locared nearvillate Saman

rn Xarhailtehsil of Mainpun district in rhe s(ate of Uttar Pradbsh.

526.3 ha I ', , . 27"00'56"N 79'10'36"E | .. O2-'t2-2O't9

View Si(a detarls in RSIS

The Sdman Bird Sanctuary in the Mainpuri distri(t of Uttar Pradesh is a seasonal oxbow lake on rhe Gantes
floodplaln. It is heavily reliant on lhe arrivalof the south-westerly monsoon injuly and August, which provides the
vast majority of annual rainfall. The Sanatuary regularly provides refuSe to over 50,000 watert)irds (187 bird spe(ies
have been recorded) and is particularly important as a wintering site for many migrants including the greylag Soose
(Inspr orser), with over : % of the South Asian population present during winter. Vulnerable species including sarus

crane {Grus ontigonel and greater spotted eatle lAquilo clonqo) aft also found. Ecosystem services provided include

supply of fresh water for aSriculture, as well as recreation and nature-based tourism based around the huge

diversity of birds. Settlement encroachment and salinization present threats. The Oflice ofthe Conservalor of Forest

{wildlife) oversees the Site's manaSement.

Rudrasata r Lake
:,:. 1,512 | lndia I

.240ha I.,',: ,r 23'28'59"N91'15'E Il
View Site details in RSIS

Samaspur Bird sanctuary
iif '.,,fiir'2.415 | rlt.rLl.rv:lndia | {,r .r',1.r . ,,t
.. ,799.4ha | .r'i,,,!,.r'i,r 25o59'44"N 81'23'19'E
view site detail! in Rsls

WestTripura Disvict
, 08-11-2005

Raebareli disvict in state of Uttar Pradesh, lndia
:.::'i,j , :: 03-10-2019

ll .

lr.

The Samaspur Eird Sanatuary, inthe Raebarelidi5trict of Ullar Pradesh, is a perennial lowland marsh typicalotthe
lndo-Gantetic Plains. lts six connected lakes are heavily relevant on monsoon raifis. Annual counts regularly find
more than 75,000 birds pre5ent, with over 250 resident and migrant speoes documented. The Sancluary harbours
threate6ed specres such as the endantered Egyptran vulture (Neophro h petcnopteaus) and Pallas's fish eaSle

lHolioaeus leuaotyphus), and more than 1% of the South Asian population of the vulnerable (o 
'r.trton pochard lAythyo

le nol. A\ least 46lreshwater tish species use the wetland, with some mi8ratin8 in from nearby rivers durinS
monsoon flood periods. The Site provides food products and at ric ultura I fodde r, as wellas maintaininS this
biodiversity. However, invasive species threaten its ecolog ica I cha racte r, with over 4096 of documented floral species
beint exotic. The Oflice ofthe Conservator of Forests {wildlife) and State forest olticers undertakejoint
manaBement of the sanctuary.
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Sambhar !ake
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24,000he t
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lndia 
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19-08-2002
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Sundarban Wetland
, .,:: 2,370 | '.lndia 1,.,,,'., ." ',!, rhe Headquaters oflhe Sund,rrbanTiter Reserve is

lo.dGd at Cannint rown, South 24 Parganas district6nd is connecledwith broad taute railway line with Sealdah
Sourh suburban sraion, which is 46 kms from Canning,

. 423,000 ha I ,,.,,, 21.46'29'N 88"42's1'E I ,.. ,. , 30-01-2019
view siie details in Fsts

Sundarbah Wetland is locared wlthin fie largest mangrove forcst in the world, the Sundarbans, that encompasses
hundreds of lslands and a maze of rivers, rivulets and creeks, in the delta of the Rivers Gahges and Brahmapura on
the B.y,of B.n8al in lndia and Eansladesh. The lndian SundarbaG (overint the south-westernmost parr of lhe del!a,
constilues over 60q6 ot the count0/s lotal mantrove forest area and includes 90q{ of lndian mangrove species. The
mantrore forests protect the hinterland from storms, cyclones, tidal surges, and the seepate and inlrusion of
saltwarer inland and into waterways. They serve as nr/rseries to shellfish and finfish and sustain rll€ fisheries of rhe
entire castera aoast. The Sundarban TiBer Reierve is situated wthin lhe 5ile and part of it has been declared a

"criticaltiter habitaf'under nalionai law and also a 'Tiger Conservation l.andsc.pe" of global importance. The
Sundarbans are the only ma ngrove habitat which Supports a significant population oftigers, and they have unique
aquad( huntint skills. The Site is also home to a large number of rare and tloba lly thaeate ned species such as the
aritiaally endangered nonhern river terrapin (Sologur boslo), the endantered lrrawaddy dolphin (O/aoel/d

brw,Tosris), and $e vulnerable fishinS cat (Prionoiluros vivefiinusl.lwo of the world's foLrr horseshoe crab species,
andeightoflndia's12specie5ofkingtisherarealsofoundhere.Theurriquenessofthehabittandirsbjodiversiry,
.rnd the many ranSible and intantible, local, reSionaland global services they provide, makes the Si!e'5 proleation
,rnd maoaSement a conservalion priority,

Surinsar-Mansar Lakes. 08/11/05; lammu & Kashmir; 350 ha; 32'45'N 075"12'E. Wildlife Sanct|.6ry, Hindu sacred

site. Fresllwater composite lale in semi-arid Panjab Plains, adJoinang theJhelum Basin wth catchment ofsandy
contlomeratic soil. boulders and pebbles, Surinsar is rain-fed without permanent discharte. and Mansar is pnmarily
fed by surface run-off and pallially by mineralised water through paddy fields, with inflow inareasing in rainy season

The lake supporc CITES and IUCN Redlisred Lissemys punctata, Aspidereres Sa getr(us, and lvlansariella la(ustls.
ihrs cornposite lake is high in micro nurrients for which it is an anractive habit.L breeding and'lurseryground for
mi8ratory waterfowls like Fulica alra, Gallinula chloropus, Podiceps niSricollis, Aythya fuliSula, and various Anas

speaies. The site is socialy and culturally very impo(an( with many temples around owing to its mythical ori8in ,rom
the Mahabharata period.Although lhe lakes suppon variety of fishes. fishing is discourated for relitious values. The

main rhreats are increasing visitors, agricultural nrnoff, bathin8 and cremarion rituais. Conservation is focused on
awareness-raising. Ramsar site no.1573. Most rccent RIS informarion:2005.

Surinsar-Mansa r Lakes
,.,,r 1,573 I .i, lndia I rr

. . 350ha | ,..,' ,, ,,' 32'4sN75"12'E
View Site details in RSIS

Tsomoriri
':',. 1,21 3 |

12,000 ha I

View Site details in RSIS

Upper Ganga River
' . 1,574 |

25,590 ha I

view sire d€rails in Rsts

Jammu, Xashmir State
i 08-1 1-2005

,;r! lndia I

,r,: 32'54'N 78'18'E I

Eastern Lada,(h,Jammu & Kashmir
,. 19-08-2002

lndia | '. .,

28'33',N 78'12',E I

Unar Pradesh
, ir . 08-! l-2005

Tsomoriri. 19/08/02.lammu & Kashmir. 12,000 ha.32'54'N 078'18'E. Wetland Reserve. A freshwater ro brackish
lake lyinS at 4,595m above sea level, with wet meadows and boraxJaden wetlands alont the shores. The site is said

to represent the only breeding Sround outside of China for one of the most endantered cranes, the Black-necked

crane (Grus nigricollis), and the only breeding ground for Ber-headed geese in lodia. The Great Tibetan Sheep or
Artali (Ovis ammon hodgsoni) and Tibetan Wild Ass (Equus kianS) are endemic to the Tibetan plateau. of whjch the
Chantthahg is rhe westernmost part. The barley fields at Korzok have been described as the hi8hest culrivated land

in the world. wjth no outflow, evaporation in the arid steppe conditions €auses varying levels of saliniry. Ancient trade
routes and now major t.ekkinB roulos pass the site. The 400-year-old Korzok monastery attracts many tourists, and
the wetland is considered sacred by localEuddhisl (ommunitict and the wate. is not used by them. The local
community dedicated Tsomoriri as a VWVF Sacred Gift for the LivinS Planet in recoSnition of VWVF-lndia's proiect work
there. The rapidlySrowing attraction ofthe recently opened area to weslern touflsts (currently 25OO per summer) as

an "unspoiI destination" with pristine hith desert landscapes and lively cultural traditions brints treat promise but
also potential threals to the ecosystem. Ramsar site no. 1213. Most recent RIS information: 2002.

Upper Ganta River (Brijghat to Narora Stretch). 08/l l/05; Uttar Pradesh;26,590 ha; 28"33'N 078.12'8. A shallow
river slretch ofthe treat GanEes whh intcrmjttent smallstretches ofdeep-water pools and reservoirs upstream
frorn barrates. The river provides habitat for IUCN Red lasted Ganges River Dolphin Gharial. Crocodile, 6 species of
turdes, oners, 82 species offish and more than hundred species of birds. Major plant species, some ofwhich have
high medicinalvalues, include Dalbergia sissoo, Saraca indica. Eucalyplus globulus, Ficus bengalensis,
Dendrocalamus stri(tus, Tectona Srandis, Azadirachta indica and aquatic Eichhorina. This river srrerch has high
HindLr reliSious imporrance for thousands of pilg/ims and i5 used for cremation and holy baths for spiritlral
punficataon. Major threats are sewa8e discharge, agricultural runofl .nd intensive fishing. Conservelion aclivities
carried out are plantation to prevent bank erosion, (rainint on organia farmrng. and lobbying to ban commerciat
fishint. Ramsar site no. 1574. Most recent RIS information: 2005.
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n Vembanad-Kol Wetland
. 1,2t4 | hdia I Kerala sra(a

15ir,2so ha I t ,.,, 09'49'59"N 16"45'E | ', t9-08.2002
view site details in Rsls

vembanad-Kol werland. t 9r'08/02. Kerala. 151,250 ha. 09'50,N 076.45,E. The tartest bra.kish, humid rropical
wetland ecosystem on rhe southwest (oast of tndia, fed by 10 rivers and typicatof larte estuarine systems on the
western coast. renowned tor its clarns and supporting the third largest waterfowl population in lndla during the
winter months. (rer 90 Species of reSident birds and 50 spe(ies of migratory birds are found in the Xol area. Flood
protection for dri(lly.populated coasralareas ol three disrricrs ot Kerala rs considered o major benefit groundwater
rechdrSe'helps to supply well wate. for the region, and the value of the system for rhe local lranspon of people and
trade is.oniid€rable. Ramsar site no 1214. Most recent RIS information: 2002.

Wular Lake
.,461 | .

18,900 ha | ,

Yiel!.lsire details in Rsrs

rndja I r.,'
34'16'N 74"33',E I

Jammu & xashmir State
. . 23-03-1990

Wular Lake. 23r'03/90; jammu & (ashmirj 18.900 ha; 34'15'N 074"33'E. The l.rEest freshwater lake in lndia with
extensive marshes of emertent and floating vegetation, particularlywater chestnul that provide an imponant

Fource of aavenue for the State Government and fodder for domestic livestock. The lake supports an important
fishing i dustry and is a valuable source ofwarer for irritation and domestic use. lhe area i5 imporlant for winterint.
staginS and breedint birds. Human activities include ri(e cultivation and tree farmjnt. Ramsar Site no.45l. fulost

recenr RIS information: 1990.
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