UNSTARRED ASSEMBLY QUESTION 49
(To prevent the Theft of Grain)

49. Chaudhary Abhay Singh Chautala, M.L.A. Will the Agriculture and FarmersWelfare
Minister be pleased to State the steps taken or likely to be taken by the Government to
prevent theft of grains by various agencies in the name ofmanagement of wheat in the

godowns of State together with the district wisedetails thereof?

Answer: Statement of Sh. Dushyant Chautala, Deputy Chief Minister, Haryana.

Sir, In this regard, it is submitted thatFood, Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs
Department isthe Nodal Department for procurement of food grains at Minimum Support Price on
behalf of Government of India. The procurement is undertaken mainly by three agencies i.e Food, Civil
Supplies & Consumer Affairs Department, Hafed and Haryana State Warehousing Corporation
(HSWC). The paddy is directly delivered from Mandi to the rice mills allotted to these agencies for
custom milling. Wheat is also procured on behalf of Government of India. Efforts are made to deliver
the maximum stocks of wheat directly from Mandi to the Food Corporation of India, but a huge quantity
remains undelivered to the F.C.l, which is stored, preserved and maintained by the above three
agenciesin its warehouses/godowns until its delivery to the F.C.I. The stocks are delivered to F.C..
including the gain in grains as required as per the norms fixed by the Government of India. In case, the
required gain is not delivered and less gain/ normal shortage is observed in the dispatches of wheat to
F.C.l, then departmental disciplinary proceedings are initiated against the responsible officers/officials. In
case, abnormal shortages are observed in the stocks, criminal proceedings besides departmental

disciplinary proceedings are initiated.

2. In order to prevent the incidence of theft of wheat stocks from godowns of the agencies various
possible steps are being taken.To have a proper watch on the receipt and dispatch of the wheat stocks
from the godowns, watch and ward have been deployed as per the norms.

3. Apart from above, to maintain the quality and quantity of the food grain stocks stored in Food,
Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs Department, Hafed and Haryana State Warehousing Corporation
(HSWC) godowns, the instructions/guidelines issued by the department are followed. Department is also
taking following steps for proper preservation and maintenance of health of food grain stocks:-

e Physical verification of the food grain stocks and stock articles stored in all the warehouses as on
30" June and 31°'December is conducted every year by an inter-district and audit committees
constituted at Head Office Level.

e For the health of the stocks necessary instructions and guidelines issued by the Head Office.

e Review of monthly dispatches and storage gain and annual review is also done at head office level
and responsibility of the defaulting officials is fixed.

e Further it is mentioned here that in order to reduce the risk of theft and to safe guard the stock,
the Food Department alongwith Hafed and HSWC is initiating the process of installation of
CCTVsurveillance the phased manner.

4. It is pertinent to mention that once all the stocks of a particular crop year stored at a location are

completely dispatched to F.C.l, complete review of shortages/storage gain is done after receiving



complete data regarding quantity of stocks stored and dispatched, duly audited and responsibility of the
defaulting officials, if any, is fixed by initiating disciplinary proceedings against them. Apart from above, if
any discrepancy comes to the notice of head office by way of a complaint, at any point of time,
appropriate departmental and/or criminal proceedings are initiated against the responsible

officers/officials.
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