To Clean the Holy River
687. Smt. Renu Bala, M.L.A.: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—
(@)  whether there is any scheme under consideration of the Government to clean
the holy river Maharishi Markandeshwar on the pattern of other religious and

holy rivers; and

(b) if so, the time by which the abovesaid scheme is likely to be implemented ?

Sh. Manohar Lal, Chief Minister, Haryana

(@) No, Sir.

(b)  This part of the question, therefore, does not arise.



Additional Information
Unstarred Assembly Question no. 687

The Markanda river (a tributary of river Ghaggar) originates in the Shivalik hills
on the border of Himachal Pradesh and Haryana border i.e. in Sirmour district of Himachal
Pradesh and passes through Haryana state, flowing in Ambala district and Shahabad
Markanda town in Kurukshetra district before meeting with Ghaggar river at the confluence
in district Kaithal after travelling a distance of around 90 Km. The Markanda river's ancient
name was Aruna. The Shahabad Markanda town lies on the banks of the river Markanda in
Haryana. The river derives its name from Maharishi Markandeya as well and several
ancient ashramas of Rishi Markandeya can be seen along the banks of the river in the
neighboring districts. The Markanda riveris an seasonal/non perennial river
in Haryana state, which flows only during the monsoon season.

In Kurukshetra District, the waste water of villages Madanpur, Jhansa and Rohti
is discharged into Markanda river. Several notices have been issued to the Panchayats of
above villages for stopping draining the waste water into Markanda river. The report
regarding the same is also shared with Pollution Control Board/NGT on monthly basis.
Sometimes during festivals, religious waste etc. is discharged into Markanda river and after
the end of festival duration, the concerned Panchayats clear all waste. The paper
production industrial units which were discharging their industrial waste into
Markanda/Saraswati river have been either closed or are now discharging treated effluent.

In this context it is further brought out that Ghaggar Action Plan has been
prepared on 31.01.2019 on the directions of NGT. The objective/goal of the action plan is
that the quality of Ghaggar river water should meet with the required values of BOD,
Dissolved Oxygen and Faecal Coliform. As the Markanda river joins Ghaggar river and as
per Ghaggar Action Plan, the efforts are that no effluent is to be discharged in river
Ghaggar, thus this action will lead to cleaning of Markanda river as far as discharge of

effluent/waste water of villages etc. is concerned.
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