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Dy. No. *14/15/112
To Raise the Level of Ground Water

Chaudhary ABHAY SINGH CHAUTALA (Ellenabad):
Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state:-

a) whether any steps have been taken by the Government to raise level of

ground water in the dark zones of the State; if so, details thereof; and

b) if not, the reasons therefor?

Sh. Manohar Lal, Chief Minister, Haryana

a) Yes Sir, a statement describing the steps taken by the Government is being
laid on the table of the House.

b) Not applicable in view of (a) above.
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Statement
Starred Assembly Question No. 67

Prior to year 2004, the term “Dark Zone” was used and a block was categorized

as “Dark Zone” where the ground water extraction exceeded 85%. Now, the terms Over-
exploited, Critical, Semi-critical and Safe are used for the blocks where the ground water
extraction is more than 100%, 90-100%, 70-90% and 70% respectively since 2004.
Presently, the numbers of Over-exploited, Critical, Semi-critical and Safe blocks in the
State as per Ground Water Resource Assessment, 2022 is as under:-

Sr. No. | Categorization of | Number of Blocks fall | Where ground water
block under different | exploitation
category
1. Over-Exploited 88 >100%
2. Critical 10 Between 90 t0100%
3. Semi-critical 09 Between 70 to 90%
4. Safe 36 < 70%

The steps taken by Government to raise the ground water level in water stressed

areas in the State of Haryana are as under:-

b)

Irrigation & Water Resource Department

Atal Bhujal Yojana: The major objective of the scheme is to improve the
management of groundwater resources in water stressed areas through convergence
among various on-going schemes. The scheme will be implemented in the State of
Haryana for the period of 05 years i.e. from 2020-21 to 2024-25 with budgetary
provision of Rs. 677.70 crore. The Yojana is being implemented in 1656 Gram
Panchayats of 36 blocks of 14 districts in State of Haryana.

Atal Bhujal Yojana includes various activities i.e. Micro-Irrigation, crop
diversification, Direct Seeded Rice (DSR), Groundwater monitoring, Pond
Rejuvenation, IEC activities and various river bed/drain recharging schemes which will
be helpful in restoring and raising of head of the groundwater in State of Haryana.

Jal Shakti Abhiyan (JSA): Irrigation and Water Resources Department, Haryana
acted as the Nodal Department for implementation of Jal Shakti Abhiyan throughout
the State of Haryana. The JSA aims at making water conservation a jan andolan
through asset creation and communication campaign, similar to Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan. During the campaign, efforts were done for rainwater conservation and
rainwater harvesting by focusing on implementation of six target interventions and
achievement is as under:

Sr. No. | Intervention Number of
activities

1. Water conservation and rainwater harvesting structures 10643
2. Renovation of traditional water bodies/ tanks 4343
3. Creation of reuse and recharge structures 9514
4. Watershed development related works 2290
5. Plantation of trees 14926363
6. IEC activities on rainwater conservation and harvesting 12000
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Recharge Borewell: The construction of 1000 no. of Recharge Borewells at a cost of
Rs. 40.00 Cr approx. has been taken up as Pilot Project under “Mera Pani Meri
Virasat” in 8 no. water stressed and flood prone blocks of Babain, Pipli, Shahbad,
Ismailabad in District Kurukshetra, Guhla and Siwan blocks in District Kaithal, Ratia
block in District Fatehabad and Sirsa block in District Sirsa. Out of these 1000
recharging borewells wells, 839 no. stand completed and an expenditure amounting to
Rs. 30.55 Cr. stands incurred, the balance work is likely to be completed by
31.03.2023.

In Mahendergarh district an amount of Rs. 14.43 crore has been spent on activities of
construction of katchha drain in Krishnawati river bed, laying of RCC pipeline for
recharging groundwater in bed of Krishnawati & Dohan river, renovation of drain and
escape channel, recharging of groundwater from surplus water zones, construction of
bund etc. by Mahendergarh canal water services division, Narnaul. The water level of
the adjoining area/ villages showing rising trend in water level where the recharging
work has been completed.

Ground Water Cell: The State Plan Scheme component “Accelerated recharge to
groundwater” has been introduced w.e.f. 2005-06 to artificially recharge the ground
water in Govt. buildings of water stressed areas. About 965 numbers of roof-top rain
water harvesting structures (RTRWHS) for ground water recharging has been
constructed till date. The structures are constructed especially in Government Schools
/Colleges to create awareness among students and general public/ community about
water recharging/ conservation.

The Haryana Govt. has notified “The Haryana Water Resources (Conservation,
Regulation and Management) Authority Act, 2020” vide dated 07.12.2020 through
Irrigation & Water Resources Department under which Haryana Water Resources
Management and Regulation Authority has been formed which will address the issue
of Ground Water Regulation and its Management effectively & efficiently. The major
objective of Haryana Water Resource Authority is to manage & regulate water
resources of the State to ensure their judicious, equitable and sustainable utilization,
management and regulation.

Haryana Shehri Vikas Pradhikaran

Haryana Shehri Vikas Pradhikaran, vide Haryana Government Gazette notification
dated 31.10.2001, has mandated the implementation of provision of rainwater
harvesting in all buildings constructed on plots allotted by HSVP where the area of
roof is 100 sq.m. or more. Also, HSVP has constructed 460 rain water harvesting
structures in various Urban Estates in the State of Haryana.

Agriculture & Farmers Welfare Department

Mera Pani Meri Virasat (MPMV): During Kharif 2020, Govt. of Haryana had launched
a unique initiative “Mera Pani Meri Virasat” to diversify the Paddy Crop (water guzzling
crop) into alternative less water consuming crops like Maize, Cotton, Bajra, Pulses,
Vegetables and Fruits. Under the “MPMV”, assistance @ Rs. 7000 per acre is being
provided to the farmers who have replaced their paddy crop with alternate crops. The
area covered and incentive given under the scheme is as under:-
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Sr. No. | Period Area Covered (Ha) Incentive in Rs. (Crore)
1. Kharif, 2020 25600.00 45.00
2. Kharif, 2021 20752.00 31.00
3. Kharif, 2022* 23554.00 41.22

Under various Central & State Government schemes Agriculture & Farmers Welfare
Department Haryana restores & recharges groundwater in over exploited blocks.
These activities are performed under State Plan scheme for Integrated Watershed
Development & Management Project (State Plan), Integrated Watershed Management
Program (Centre Plan), Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (Centre Plan), Soil
Conservation & Water Management on Agricultural Land in Haryana (State Plan). The
activities carried out under these schemes includes Roof top rain water harvesting
systems, Atrtificial recharge, Percolation pond, Farm pond, Check dam, Gully plug, sub
surface dam etc.

Micro Irrigation and Command Area Development Authority (MICADA)

To increase water use efficiency in Agriculture sector, MICADA is providing 85%
subsidy on account of installation of Micro Irrigation Systems to the farmers of the
State.

Rural Development Department

State Level Nodal Agency (SLNA) under the aegis of Rural Development Department
is implementing Watershed Development Programme mainly in water stressed areas
of the state. Watershed Programme is mandated to restore the ecological balance by
harnessing conserving developing degraded natural resources such as soil, vegetative
cover and water.

Water Conservation and Water Harvesting related works i.e. percolation tank,
restoration/renovation of old water bodies, check dam, sub-surface dam, drop
structures, roof top rain water harvesting structures, earthen dam, gully plug, crate
wire structures and retaining wall etc. are mainly structured under Watershed
Development Programme.

Haryana Pond and Waste Water Management Authority

Presently, out of total 2642 ponds in 1655 villages in water stressed areas of the
State, 1097 ponds in 619 villages have been taken for restoration. The remaining
ponds will be taken up for restoration later in a phased manner.

Shifting of fresh water requirement from Ground Water to Surface water

Efforts are being made to shift the tube-well based supply for industry use in Panipat
to canal water. More than 12 Cs water from WJC in supplied to the industries, which
has led to equivalent saving in ground water.

Implementing Treated Waste Water (TWW) Policy, 2019.

Freshwater supplies are being substituted with TWW, which will lead to further saving
in ground water; project to utilize TWW from 20 STPs is already at advance stage of
implementation. A 5 year scheme has been approved for use of TWW for all the 207
STPs for agriculture over a period of 5 years.
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2. Kharif, 2021 20752.00 31.00

3. Kharif, 2022* 23554.00 41.22
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